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, Modern Addreſſes 
VINDICATED, 


AND THE 
Rights of the Addreſſers aſſerted, 
By D. De Foe. 


3 «traded out of his Book, Intitled, The 
Original Right of the People of Eug- 
land Examined and Aﬀerted. 


HE Houſe of Commons are the Repreſen- 
I tatives of their Country, ati Abridgemient 
the many Volumes of the Britiſb Nation, to 
them is intruſted (joyntly with the QO n and 
rds) the Power of making Laws, raiſng Taxes, 
and impeaching Criminals ; but how? ' tis in the 
Ame of all the Commons, whoſe Repreſenta- 
es they are. 
What Power, they have, is theirs, as they are a 
fil and free Repreſentative, I no where attempt 
prove, what Power they have not, poſſibly 
fe Extenr of their legal Authority was never ful- 
y underſtood , nor have they ever thought fit 
explain it : But this I may A bold to advance, 


at whatever Power they have, or may have, 
ey cannot exerciſe, but in the Name of the 


A Commoygs 
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Commons of Great Britain, and they enjoy them 
as their Repreſentative, and for their Uſe. 4 
This is not ſaid to leſſen their Authority, nor 
nor can it be the Intereſt of any Ez2/iſþFrecholder, 2 
to leſſen the Authority of the Commons in Par- 
liament aſſembled. But for any Man to advance 
that they are ſo auguſt an Aſſembly, that no Ob- 
jection ought to be made to their Actions, nor 
no Reflection upon their Conduct, and that it is 
not to be examined, whether the thing ſaid be # 
true, but what Authority the Perſon ſpeaking 
has to ſay to it, is a Doctrine wholly New, and 
ſeems to be a Badge of more ſlavery to our own , 
Repreſentatives, then ever the People owed 2 
them, or then ever they themſelves expected. 
The Commons may extend their Power to an 
exorbitant Degree, in impriſoning the Subjects, tt. 
diſpenſing with the Habeas Corpus Act, with- 
holding Writs of Election, and ſeveral other PP! 
ways, by which, if not check'd by the W- 
or Lords, the Subject is apparently injured. 4 
Breaking in upon perſonal Liberty, is a thing 
the Law is ſo tender of, that I dare not affirm, P. 
it is a juſtifiable Procedure, no not in the Houſe F: 
of Commons. x 
An I think it may paſs for a Maxim, that a 
Man cannot be legally puniſh'd for a Crime, 
which there is no Law to proſecute. 1 
Any of theſe things are Injuries to the $1 
Subject, and they cannot eaſy to ſee them, ! 
and if they find Reaſon to òbject, they may do" 
it by Petition or Addreſs, 3 
Precedents are of. uſe to the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment (where the Laws are ſilent), in things re- 
lating 
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2 lating to themſelves. But whether any,Prece- 
dent, Uſage or Cuſtom can make a thing layyful, 
. 2 which the Laws have expreſly forbid, remains a 
doubt with me. Now þ 

i 1 If Kings when they deſcend to Tyranny, 

r Diſſolve the Bond and leave Subject free. 


de Have we not the ſame Right, in the ſame Caſes 
ig againſt any of the three Heads of the Conſtituti. 
4 on; I dare not Anſwer in the Negative, if ever 
n Vox Dei is in the People, it cannot be found in 
d the Repreſentatives, but in their Original repre- 
ſented. 

What Courſe then muſt the People take, if 
their Repreſentatives exerciſe the Power in- 


h. truſted with them to the ruin of the Conſtituti- 

er on? Muſt they ſubmit, and not preſume to ar- 

n Rue againſt it, upon any Suppoſition of Miſma- 
nagements. 

ng I can ſee no Reaſon for this, for unleſs we 

m. lace the Original of the Power of the Commons 

uſe in the Perſons repreſenting, and not in the Per- 
Jons repreſented, it cannot be made out, that 

t af here ought to be no Complaint upoa the ſcore of 

ne, Miſmanagement. 

5 


It is not the deſign of this Diſcourſe, to leſſen 
the the Authority of the Houſe of Commons, but 
m. whatever Power they have, it is either Inherent 
go or by Deputation; if it be by Deputation, there 
muſt be a Power deputing, and that muſt be 
lia. Prior, and conſequently Superior to the deputed. 
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I ſhould therefore have been glad, that for the 3 


perfecting the Defence of our Conſtitution, thoſe r 
who begun ſo well at the Revolution, would 
have gone forward to Recognize the Power of 
the People of England, and their undoubred * 
Right to Judge of the Infractions made in their . 
Conſtitution by any of the three Chief Powers, & 
3 the particular Power veſted in them, and Lb; 
have ſtated fairly what the People are to do, if © 
their Repreſentatives ſhall hereafter betray the a 
Liberties or Religion of the People they are in- 
truſted with the Defence of. What by the Laws p 
of Nature and Reaſon is to be expected, and 
what by the Laws of our Conſtitution are al. tt 
low'd. a A 
To ſay it cannot be ſuppoſed the Houſe of 
Commons can ever betray their Truſt, is a Con- 
pliment no Man is bound to make them. Hu. 
manum eſt Errare ; we have ſeen Parliaments err, P: 
and do, what ſucceeding Parliaments have 
thought fir to undo. And as that which has 
been, may be, fo that may be, which never has ht 
been before. 3 
We have ſeen Parliaments comply with Kings f 

to the Ruin of the Nation, and we have ſeen th 
Parliaments quarrel with Kings to the overtur-F 
ning of the Conſtitution, diſſolving the Houſe 
of Lords, and ſuppreſſing the Monarchy. 1 
We have ſeen Parliaments concur ſo, with the bn 
Fate and Fortunes of Princes, as to comply back be- 
ward and forward, in depoſing and re-inthroningWhe 
alternately two Kings, as Victory put Power inWhe 
to their Hands, I mean H. 6. & E. 4. who wer 
Kings and Priſoners 5 or 6 times, and the Parſpn 
| lament . 


Sy 


e Yiament always complied with the Conque. 
e For. | 

d We have ſeen a Parliament confirm the Uſur- 
of pation of Rich. III. the greateſt Tyrant, and 
d moſt bloody Man that ever Eyxglazd brought 
ir Forth, and another reſcind all they had done, and 
s, Konfirm H. 7. who really had no Right by Suc- 
1d Teſhon. | 

if * Afterwards in Matters of Religion, H. S. made 
he à Popiſh Parliament pull down the Supremacy of 
n- Rome, and ſet up the Kings, and afterwards ſup- 
ws preſs all the Religious Houſes in the Nation. His 
nd Bon pull'd up Popery by the Roots, and planted 
the Reformation; ſtill the Parliament complied. 
N. Mary re- eſtabliſh'd Popery, and unravel'd the 
of Reformation of King Edward, and all the Acts 
pf Church and Stare, relating to her Mother's 


Ju- Divorce, and ſtill the Parliament conſented, One 
err, Parliament voted Q. Mary Legit:mate, and Q. 
ave Elizabeth a Baſtard; another legitimated 


Flizabeth, and repudiated Q. Mary, Q. El:zabeth 
has Þndid all her Siſter had done, and ſuppreſt Pro- 
pery, and all was by Authority of Parliament, 
ings Yo this Parliamentary Power is no more infallible 
ſeen han the Kingly. 

tur. So that J hope it is no Offence to ſay, a Houſe 
ouſe df Commons may be in the Wrong, 'tis poſſible 
4or a Houſe of Commons to be miſled by FaQi- 


1 the ons and Parties, *tis poſſible for them to be bri- 
back bed by Penſions and Places, and by either of 
ningW@heſe Extreams to betray their Truſt, and abuſe 
r in@he People who intruſt them, and if the People 
wer@hould have no redreſs in ſuch a Caſe, the Nati- 
ParÞn would be in hazard of being ruin'd by their 
men@Þwn Repreſcntatives. Why 
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Why even to this Day are Gentlemen ſo fond T 
of ſpending their Eſtates, to fit in that Houle, e. 
that 10000 J. have been ſpent at a time to be cho. gg, 
ſen, and now that way of procuring Elections is 
at an end, private Briberies and clandeſtine 4 
Contrivances are made uſe of to get into the h 
Houſe. No Man would give a Groat to fit where . 
he cannot get a Groat honeſtly by fitting, unleſ, po 
there were either Parties to gratifie , Profits to gg, 
be made, or Intereſt to Support. 
If then theſe things are poſſible, it ſeems, tc 
me not improper for the People (who have 0 xg 
reat a Concern in the Conſtitution) to be very 
Plicitous, that the due Balance of Power be pre. x 
ſerved, and decently, and according to Law, to ns 
ſhew their Diſlike and Reſentment, at any pub 
lick Encroachment, which either Branch of the g 
. Conſtitution ſhall make on each other or on the the 
whole, be it by their own Repreſentatives, or Þ 
any where elſe. bef 
Hence it is reaſonable to give them Inſtructi. che 
ons, which are like the Power given to an Arbi- Ma 
trator, where tho? he 1s left fully and freely tc 
Act, yet 'tis in Confidence of his Honour, that 
he will think himſelf bound by the Directions hey 
receives from the Perſon for whom he Acts, but} 
if he inverts the deſign of hisPrincipal he deſtroy a. 
the end of his Election, and is ſure never to ben 
intruſted again. Ad 
The Houſe ot Commons are our Sanctuary a- He 
gainſt the Oppreſſion of Princes, the Nation'e; 
"Treaſurers, and the Defenders of their Liberties Ne 
but all theſe Titles ſignify, that at the ſame timeſeir 
they are but theN — ni 
ave 
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have they receive from thoſe they repreſent, with 
Al hom ſome Powers do {till remain, which they 
le, Fever diveſted themſelves of, nor committed to 
1- their Repreſentatives. 
L The Houſe of Commons are alſo Mortal, as 
ng Houſe, the Q—a may diſſolve them, they 
he tay die, and be extinct, but the Power of the 
It eople has a kind of Eternity, with reſpect to 
els politick Duration; Parliaments may ceaſe, but 
to the People remain, for them they were originally 
made, by them they are continued and renew'd, 
to ffom them they receive their Power, and to them 

Reaſon, they ought to be accountable. 
er) It cannot be doubred, but the Language of the 
re. 


ddreſſes of the People, preſented to her Majeſty, 


to fps in general a diſlike, included in them, of the 
on anagement of their Repreſentatives, and it is 
the p 


Jain their Proceedings have been diſobliging to 
the thc Nation in general. 
There is no need to expreſs in Words at length, 
before her Majeſty's Intentions are known, that 
Ti. they deſire her to diſſolve the Parliament, good 
rbi· Manners require they ſhould not fo plainly lead 
te ger Majeſty in what ſhe is to be the Author of. 
hat ut what is the meaning of the Expreſſions in 
5 heghe Addreſſes: If your Majeſty Pleaſes to entruſt 
but,, with the Choice of a nem Parliament, when 
OY Jour Majeſty ſhall be oractouſly pleaſed to call 4 
gew Parliament, and the like. What would the 
Addreiſers have Us or the Q n underſtand by 

y 1Meſe Expreſſions, but that the People finding 
on Memſelves injured by the Proceedings of their 
ties Repreſentatives, and the Nation in danger of 
imegeing abuſed by the Deſigns of a Party in the 
they | Houſe 
la ve 


- 


— 
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Houſe, have recourſe to her Majeſty, to diſpoſe 
for them a Power which they ſee going to be 
miſapplied. 

And his late Majeſty King William, the great 
Reſtorer of the Brit: Liberties, did on a like 
Occaſion proclaim from the Throne : That when 
the People do univerſally expreſs their Reſoluti- 
ons to do, what ſhould or ought to be deſired o 
good Engliſh Men and Proteſtants. It is reaſona- 
ble to give them an Opportunity to chuſe ſuch Per- 
ſons to repreſent them in Parliament, as they may 
judge moſt likely to bring to Effect their puſt and 
pious Purpoſes. 
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